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Restoration project begins for
the Lower Swift Creek waterway

€ Goal is to
enhance and
restore fishery
and preserve
streambed.

By Sarah Hale
SVI Media

Trout Unlimited, the Star
Valley Conservation District,
USDA-Natural Resources
Conservation Service, the
Wyoming Game and Fish De-
partment and U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service Partners for
the Fish and Wildlife Program
have announced plans for the
Lower Swift Creek Stream
Restoration and Stabilization
Project. And, work on the
project is now underway.

er Swift Creek, reduce sedi-
ment contributions to the Salt
River, and reduce landowner
flood risk and maintenance
requirements.”

Work began the last week
of October and will continue
into the fall and early winter
as weather conditions allow.

According to Trout Unlim-
ited, the Lower Swift Creek
Stream Restoration and Stabi-
lization Project “focuses on a
mile of lower Swift Creek near
its confluence with the Salt
River.”

“The Salt River supports an
amazing, intact, and wild fish-
ery which is not dependent
upon hatchery stock,” said
said Anna Senecal, WGFD
aquatic habitat biologist. “Be-
cause of this, careful main-
tenance of naturally-limited
spawning habitats is vital to
maintaining these fisheries

Rock donated by Itafos Conda Phosphate Operatlons in Conda, ID is hauled to the prolect S|te
for construction. [Photo: SVCD]
“a variety of historic human

Located just outside of Af-
ton, the project seeks to “pro-
tect and improve spawning
cutthroat trout habitat in low-

for future generations.”
According to the Star Valley

Conservation District, Swift

Creek has been impacted by

have contributed to bank and
channel instability, land loss,

and degraded trout habitat in

land uses, which together See Restoration on 2B
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Wednesday, November 18
CENTSIBLE NUTRITION CLASS
with the UW Extension office. Free for
those who qualify. Learn to eat better
for less. Contact the UW Extension Of-
fice in Afton or Kemmerer for details.
HUNTERS SAFETY at the Thayne
Community Center. 6-9 p.m. Regis-
ter online at the Wyoming Game and

Fish website under Education. *Face-
masks are required.

Thursday, November 19
4-H CLOVER BUD MEETING 3:30
p.m. at the Afton Civic Center.

Sunday, November 22

TURKEY SHOOT Scotch Doubles
Bowling Tournament, hosted by the
Star Valley Bowling Association. 1:30
at Skyview Lanes. $25 per person,
two person teams drawn randomly.
Monday, November 23

4-H JUNIOR LEADER MEETING 6
p.m. at the Afton Civic Center.
Saturday, November 28

BLOOD DRIVE at the Thayne Stake

Center. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Register in ad-
vance at redcross.org.

OLD TIMERS TAPS CHARIOT RAC-
ES. Honoring the heritage of cutter
and chariot racing while benefiting
the families of fallen military service
members. Saturday at 1:00, Sunday at
noon. Cutter track west of Afton.

TOWN OF AFTON Lighting of the
Arch and Light Parade. 5:30 p.m.
Monday, November 30

CHRISTMAS ON THE CANAL with
the Town of Thayne. 6:30 p.m. Music,
lights, North Pole visitors.
December 3-5

THE HEART OF CHRISTMAS con-
cert. 7 p.m. at Star Valley High School.

Saturday, December 5
CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR at Kear-
sley Nursery in Thayne. 9 a.m.-5p.m.
Vendors, ornament decorating and
family activities.
Friday, December 11
ALPINE HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR at
the Alpine Civic Center. Friday from
4-8 and Saturday from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Shopping, food and entertainment.

Visit https://linclib.org for Story Times at
all LC Libraries.

For Alcoholics Anonymous meeting times
and locations in Star Valley, visit www.star-
valleyaa.org. For Narcotics Anonymous in-
formation email starvalleyna@yahoo.com.

SVInews.com
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Wyoming Airport Operators
Association changes its name

€ Organization was
founded in 1976.

By Kyle J. Butterfield
Wyoming Airports Coalition Secretary

The Wyoming Airport Operators As-
sociation (WAOA) has changed its name
to Wyoming Airports Coalition (WAC)
and launched a new logo and website.

Under its new name and banner, the
organization will continue its mission
to represent the interests of Wyoming’s
airports and the aviation industry to
commercial, state, and federal agencies.

It will also continue its growth to in-

Restoration

Continued from 1B

its lower reaches, and sedimentation
that impacts the Salt River.”

Private landowners “approached
conservation partners several years
ago, concerned that the erosion and
channel movement of Swift Creek
would form a new confluence with the
Salt River.”

According to the Star Valley Con-
servation District, a new confluence
““would have resulted in a large sedi-
ment release and the loss of about 800
feet of valuable trout spawning habitat
in Swift Creek important to the Salt

STAR VALLEY

CHAMEBER OF COMMERCE

WYOMING AIRPORTS
COALITION

volve airport stakeholders beyond air-
port operators as it emphasizes the val-
ue of aviation to Wyoming’s economy
and the quality of life of its residents.
“The change actually better rep-
resents what our organization does on
a regular basis,” said WAC President
Jack Skinner. “We prioritize the success
of every stakeholder associated with
Wyoming airports. Whether you are

River fishery.”

The Lower Swift Creek Stream Resto-
ration and Stabilization Project design
is based on natural channel design
techniques by a stream restoration en-
gineer. The project will:

e stabilize the channel in-place in the
upstream, seasonally-dry reach;

¢ realign the channel through exist-
ing riparian vegetation (cottonwoods
and willows) where possible;

e create a new, non-incised channel
in the downstream reach;

¢ and fence sensitive riparian areas.

Instream structures will include:

sbioengineered bank treatments
such as toewood, rock toe, and soil
lifts,

an airport operator, private pilot, engi-
neering firm, or aviation enthusiast, the
Wyoming Airports Coalition works to
ensure your interests are represented.
Our passion for aviation began in 1976
and it will remain vibrant well into the
future.”

The coalition’s new website can be
found at wyomingairportscoalition.org.
It serves as a central hub of information

e grade control structures such as
rock weirs,

¢ and riffle and pool sequencing de-
signed to meet the hydrologic condi-
tions of the stream.

“Working with the ag producers on
this project and seeing their commit-
ment to improve natural resources
along Swift Creek has been great,” said
Adam Clark, NRCS district conserva-
tionist in Afton. “Stream projects are
complex and take time. The landown-
ers have been flexible and willing to
continue to work with us to improve
the stream.”

According to Troute Unlimited, these
treatments are expected to “restore
fish habitat, stream function, bank sta-

SVInews.com

and resources for coalition members,
airport stakeholders, and aviation en-
thusiasts throughout Wyoming. The
coalition also encourages visits and fol-
lowers to its Facebook page.

Founded in 1976 as the Wyoming
Airport Operators Association, the
Wyoming Airports Coalition includes
aviation stakeholders and airports of
all types and sizes. Its membership
comes from nine commercial airports,
nineteen general aviation airports, and
twenty-two aviation related corpora-
tions.

The coalition focuses on professional
development, education, and the pro-
motion of aviation and airport interests
at local, state, and federal levels.

bility, and riparian vegetation on lower
Swift Creek.”

Treatments are also expected to
“reduce sediment contributions from
bank erosion by 64%, equivalent to
over 150 dump trucks of sediment per
year.”

Project partners believe this project
will also “be a good model for address-
ing similar issues in the upper Salt Riv-
er in the future.”

“We are excited to be able to show-
case these best practices, with an eye
towards working with other landown-
ers in Star Valley on similar projects
that will also benefit agricultural op-
erations and fisheries,” said Kay Lynn
Nield, SVCD manager.

Silver Star Broadband expansion update

€ Recent snow puts
a bit of a damper on
construction.

By FEric Gewiss
Director of Marketing and
Public Relations, Silver Star

This week in Afton:
Crews will be boring on 4th Street

from Adams toward the Maverick.

Elsewhere in Star Valley:

Crews will be finishing up bores
and setting vaults on Burton Lane
and Sessions Lane.

Crews will be boring and setting
vaults on Swift Creek Lane.

We will have a crew plowing main
cable on Smith Lane.

Crews are boring and plowing the
main cable on the final stretches of
Hwy 89

We will be plowing main cable be-
tween Smoot and Hwy 241.

We will be placing handholes on
Hwy 89 between Grover and Afton.

Crews will be setting vaults and do-
ing a small amount of trenching on
Burton Lane and then Braves Lane
once that is complete

We are working on getting drops
complete and fiber blown into the
conduit throughout the entire region.

This weekend’s snowstorm put a

( SILVER
STAR

bit of a damper on construction, but
we are still plowing away and making
great progress!

Have a great week!

Share your

STAR

The Star Valley Chamber of Commerce
distributes Swag Bags and informational packets
to people attending
conferences and events in Star Valley
and to people interested in moving or visiting here.

We would LOVE to include Swag for your business!
If you'd like to include some Swag, please contact us
at 307-885-2759 or

stop by our office at 360 S. Washington in Afton.
(Star Valley Independent)

Let us help promote your business!

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

VALLEY
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Diabetes can be prevented
and help is available

¢ November
is National
Diabetes

Awareness
Month.

By Kim Deti
Wyoming Department of
Health

The Wyoming Department
of Health (WDH) wants resi-
dents to know they can take
control and help prevent dia-
betes by keeping a check on
their activity levels, nutrition

and by maintaining a weight
in a healthy range.

Laura Collins, Chronic Dis-
ease Prevention Program
manager with WDH, said one
in three Wyoming adults may
have a condition known as
prediabetes but often do not
realize it.

“Prediabetes should be
viewed as a serious health
condition where blood sugar
levels are higher than normal,
but not high enough yet to be
diagnosed as type 2 diabe-
tes,” Collins said. “Prediabe-
tes puts you at increased risk
of developing type 2 diabetes,
heart disease and stroke.”

Collins encourages resi-

dents to get a better idea of
their prediabetes status and
risk factors by visiting www.
doihaveprediabetes.org on-
line. “A simple blood test can
also let you know if you are
at risk. Other factors include
weight and family medical
history,” she said.

“The good news is that tak-
ing action to be more active
and eat in a more balanced
way can help prevent or delay
type 2 diabetes,” Collins said.
“Many people need support
to make lifestyle changes, and
one way that can really boost
your personal efforts is enroll-
ing in a diabetes-prevention

See Diabetes on 9B

VISIT US
ONLINE AT
BOSV.COM
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Super Crossword
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REEDITHEANGEL'S FOODIDRIVE

= kg
Bang
Br. ALLEY

THE BOSV 7TH ANNUAL FEED THE ANGELS FOOD DRIVE IS HAPPENING

NOVEMBER 1ST — DECEMBER 18TH.
HELP US FILL THE SHELVES.

TWO WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE:

1. Drop off canned/boxed food at any BOSW location or
Broulims, Valley Market or Alpine Market.

2. Donate money to the Feed the Angels Bank account at
any BOSV branch, The Bank will match up to $2,000 in donations!

WITH YOUR HELP,

WE CAN FEED THE ANGELS p—
OF STAR VALLEY! &
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Answers on page 10B

NOWFLAMES

by Japheth Light

There are 13 black hexagons in the
puzzle. Place the numbers 1 - 6
around each of them. No number can
be repeated in any partial hexagon
shape along the border of the puzzle.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢
@ tasy €O NVedum €€ @ Difficult

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers on page 9B

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

7 1 6

1 2 9

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢

@ Moderate 4 4 Challenging
44 ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

*Answers on 9B

NOTICE: SVI Media Copyright
20/1920. All rights reserved.
All content on SVInews.com,
the SVI Radio Network, and
Star Valley Independent should
not be published, broadcast,
re-written, or redistributed in
any form.

All content on SVInews.com,
the SVI Radio Network, Star
Valley Independent, including
news reports, photography
and advertising, is protected
by Copyright and may not be
reproduced for any print pub-
lication, internet publication,
radio broadcast, internet radio
broadcast, or TV broadcast
without express permission of
SVI Media.
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Andy Elkerton

By October Dunford
Manager Lincoln County
Library

The turkey in this story
has a very large problem:
stage fright! He is supposed
to perform in the Thanks-
giving program, or at least
that’s what the plan was.
The turkey however, has
other plans!

Here is what the turkey
has to say about the wild ad-
venture he went on:

“l was a little concerned
about why I was at the
school, but everyone

made my heart stop , “ ...a
turkey on stage.” There was
NO WAY I was going to go
out on the stage! I had to
get out of here! I don’t know
where I am going to go, but
everywhere [ go seems to be
a disaster.”

Follow along as the tur-
key runs through the entire
school creating havoc! A fun,
engaging story that will have
the reader giggling from the
very first page with an end-
ing that is fit for a turkey!

(“How to catch a turkey”
by Wallace and Elkerton is
available in print form at the
Lincoln County Library Sys-
tem.)
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* No turteys were harmed in the making of this beck §
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¢ seemed so happy. The
¢ “How to crowd that was gathering + ‘\ L"\
Catch a Turkey ” in the auditorium seemed -~ II\ *\ -
’ pretty excited...I was just sit- ; \ -4 L S8
by Adam ting in the cage, minding my D "\\__, —
own business when [ heard -~ Ly

Wallace and someone say the words that )~ = “é._ (v

Holiday celebrations and your
local library go hand in hand

€ Need Thanksgiving
activities?

By Richard Landreth
Director, Lincoln County
Library System

Thanksgiving! My favorite holiday!
[ suspect it is the food, but it is also
the sentiment and tradition instilled
by family.

Go back in history 399 years to what
Americans consider our first orga-
nized feast of Thanksgiving, and you
find the participants being thankful
for a good harvest.

Growing up Thanksgivings’ some-
what resembled a festival with family
and friends gathering to share food,
conversation and play; thankful for
each other and the country in which
we live.

Now comes the year 2020 when we

are dealing with a global pandem-
ic. How do we honor and celebrate
Thanksgiving?

During this time of physical distanc-
ing and face coverings we are probably
going to share our gratitude a little dif-
ferently. Maybe just with members of
the family that live in the same house,
or very close family/friends that make
up the hub of daily lives.

Football is a mainstay activity on
Thanksgiving for so many families,
but there are also those families that
play GAMES.

The Lincoln County Library Sys-
tem can help you find great ideas for
games.

For instance, check out “Unlock
your imagination: more than 250 bore-
dom busters,” a book that provides
instructions for games, crafts, and
puzzles.

Or “Boredom blasters: brain bog-
glers, awesome activities, cool com-
ics, tasty treats, and more” by Helaine

Becker.

Find the perfect game, magic trick
or optical illusion that will keep the
family entertained for hours.

As the day continues everyone
needs a great book to read. While at
your local library grab a few books
that you have been wanting to read.

On the new book shelf you might
find “The answer is ... : reflections
on my life” by the late Alex Trebek or
Tom Clancy’s newest Op-Center “God
of War.”

Or borrow a DVD like the new “Spies
In Disguise,” a recently released ani-
mated video by 20th Century Fox.

There are plenty of ways to be
thankful in 2020. Let the Lincoln Coun-
ty Library System help! Several of us
here plan on enjoying a great ebook,
eaudiobook or streaming video by go-
ing to OverDrive at linclib.org. Join us
as we show our gratitude and thank-
fulness for being able to borrow won-
derful materials for FREE!

Richard Landreth
Director, Lincoln County
Library System

COUNTY
LIBRARY
SYSTEM

LINCOLN

Alpine Branch Library
J 243 River Circle

Alpine, WY 83128
(307) 654-7323

240 E. Main Street
Cokeville, WY 83114
(307) 279-3213

Cokeville Branch Librar

La Barge Branch Library
262 Main Street
La Barge, WY 83123
(307) 386-2571
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MAGIC MAZE @ WORDS

DYBYVTMQYOLTIOGDRB
RCAPEMAYFLOWER)Y
WOTDBRYPMKTEFTITISFD
BYYWYUHESQOYIMK
Il FDAAAEYLNAYAMH
BZXWMUMNAPASNMS
QONLEIJHEFNMPDNCI
AYWVLTSQSEAAOPF
NLKIHFETICBYRYZY
YWVUSRDOQOQPNMAAAA
LJIHFEELOPYAMKM

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all

directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally

Unlisted clue hint: HEAD OF A CITY GOVERNMENT
Cape May Mayan Mayenne Mayhem
Dismay Mayapple Mayfish Mayonnaise
Karamay Maybe Mayflower  Maypole
LeMay Mayday Mayfly

©2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.

G O F | G U R El by Linda Thistle

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive 9
B
arithmetic signs in the order
diagram to complete its blank
X
2 K
* Moderate * % Difficult

at the figures given at the bot-
tom and right-hand columns of
they are given (that is, from left + +
to right and top to bottom). Use . .
squares and use each of the 2
nine numbers only once.

1234678929
©2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

=+
+

[\l

- X
the diagram by following the
only the numbers below the =
B
DIFFICULTY: * % %

* % *x GO FIGURE!

BY

HOCUS-FOCUS

HENRY BOLTINOFF

©2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
message every day. It's a numerical puzzie designed to spell
out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
number of letters is 6 or more, subtract 4. If the number is less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the
checked figures give you.

©2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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RSTICKENERS I

syTerry Stickels

Bob bought a cake that will serve 10
people. The cake is 6 inches in
diameter. Then, Mike bought a cake
that is 18 inches in diameter and wonders
how many people it will serve if Bob’s
cake serves 10.

How many people will Mike’s cake serve?

1) 20 4) 80
2) 30 5) 90
3) 60

©2020 King Features Syndicate

by Helene
Hovanec

Puzzles4Kids

WORD FUN

Study the two words on each line to find the ONE letter in the left
column that is NOT in the word in the right column. Write the extra
letter on the blank space. Then read DOWN to answer this riddle:

WHAT SOUND DOES A TURKEY’S PHONE MAKE?

EDWARD DARED SWEDEN DENSE
ALIENS __  LANES SERBIA. __  BEARS
ADORNS ROADS AGENTS GATES
RAGGED GRADE DIGEST DIETS

©2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.

Answers on page 11B

Strange
‘BUT TRUE

By Lucie Winborne

« The weight of all the ants on earth is
greater than that of all humans.

* Doctors who perform laparoscopic
surgery, which involves inserting a tiny
camera into a patient’s body through a
small incision, have better coordination
if they play video games at least three
hours per week. According to a 2003
study, gamer surgeons made 37% few-
er errors and worked 27% faster than
those whose only “video game” expe-
rience was the surgery itself.

e The ancient Romans used swan
fat or donkey milk to soften wrinkles,
while sores and freckles were treated
with the ashes of snails.

« Eskimos use refrigerators to stop
their food from freezing.

* Disney’s musical fantasy comedy
“The Princess and the Frog” led to an
unexpected salmonella outbreak in
the United States. More than 50 chil-
dren were hospitalized after the film’s
release when they attempted to free
handsome princes with a kiss from
what turned out to be perfectly ordi-
nary, definitely non-prince frogs.

¢ Redheads produce more vitamin D
than other hair colors.

* Bao Xishun, a Mongolian herdsman,
saved the lives of two dolphins by using
his incredibly long arms to remove
plastic from their stomachs. Bao stands
nearly 8 feet tall and each arm extends
more than 3 feet. All other attempts at
saving the dolphins had failed.

« Watermelons may be a tasty treat
today, but that wasn’t always the case.
Originating in Africa, they were first
cultivated solely for their water con-
tent — their flavor was very bitter!

¢ In Sweden, the body warmth of
more than 200,000 commuters pass-
ing through Stockholm’s Central Sta-
tion is harvested to provide heat for an
office building across the road.
sk

Thought for the Day: “When I was
young, I admired clever people. Now
that I am old, I admire kind people.” —
Abraham Joshua Heschel

© 2020 King Features Synd.. Inc.
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Lincoln County Library
519 Emerald Street
Kemmerer, WY 83101
(307) 877-6961

Star Valley Branch Library
261 Washington Street
Afton, WY 83110
(307) 885-3158

Thayne Branch Library
250 Van Noy Parkway
Thayne, WY 83127
(307) 883-7323

LINCOLN
COUNTY
LIBRARY
SYSTEM
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Jail time, accidents punctuate stressful summer,
frenetic fall for Yellowstone, Grand Teton

€ Parks were
very busy this
year.

By Mike Koshmri
Jackson Hole News&Guide
Via Wyoming News Exchange

Marc Eckert muttered a
drawn-out “yeahhhhh” as he
pondered how to tackle the
question: So how did it go?

Eckert, Yellowstone’s west-
ern district ranger, sat in the

same empty visitor center
auditorium as his boss, Su-
perintendent Cam Sholly, who
urged him to speak his mind.
The Yellowstone ranger shook
off a shared laugh over his
hesitation, explained he didn’t
want to paint a picture of total
mayhem, and then took a stab
at an answer.

“It wasn’t easy,” Eckert said.

But, he added, everyone ex-
pected 2020 would be a chal-
lenge.

An eruption of “thermal tres-
pass” infractions that Eckert
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and his staff dealt with helps
tell the tale of the busy season
that Yellowstone National Park
endured and recently wrapped
up. In numbers unlike any oth-
er year in memory, the mostly
American visitors who flocked
to the park went where they
pleased, shirking signage, leav-
ing boardwalks and treading
on fragile, hazardous crusts
and up to the lips of potential-
ly deadly geysers and hot pots.
Incidents where such behavior
ended badly essentially brack-
eted the year.

“We started the season —
while the park was still closed
— with a person getting in-
jured by a thermal feature,”
Eckert said, “and we kind of
wrapped up with a young per-
son who fell in.”

Moving past the anecdotes,
numbers were “eye-opening,”
he said.

Yellowstone Magistrate Mark
Carman can attest to the proc-
lamation. The federal judge
routinely decides the fate of
people who opt for off-board-
walk geyser walkabouts —
there are 40 or so cases, on
average each year.

“I had my staff run some re-
cords, and we've had 122 ther-
mal trespass cases this year,”
Carman said. “I was over-
whelmed.”

Ruling from the Mammoth
courtroom, Carman took it
mostly easy on people who he
judged made an honest mistake
and weren't paying attention
to signs and park newsletters.
Other times that obviously
wasn't the case, such as when
a man wielding an American
flag walked up onto the cone of
Old Faithful. In those types of
cases, when perpetrators are
clearly flouting the rules, Car-
man often doled out jail time. It
happened about 25 times this
year, up from once or twice in
a typical summer.

“It’s not cheap to put people
in jail, and [ don’t like to put
people in jail,” Carman said.
“But I felt like [ had to make a
clear statement that this was a
very serious matter.”

The spike in illegal behavior

in northwest Wyoming’s na-
tional parks wasn’t confined
to Yellowstone’s geyser basins.
Infractions of all sorts climbed.

“In September alone, our
caseload doubled over 2019,”
Carman said. “I don’t under-
stand it.”

The judge spoke to the
News&Guide in the closing
days of October, and at that
time he was still catching up
on all the cases that back-
logged over the second half of
the summer.

Grand Teton National Park
rangers weren’'t spared the
rampant disregard for regu-
lations: 141 times they issued
summonses to their visitors
requiring that they pay a
trip to Carman. There were
high-profile incidents, such as
when a 50-person crew creat-
ed an impromptu 1,000-foot-
long dirt bike track in a histor-
ic Mormon Row hayfield in the
process of being converted to
native vegetation. There were
also more routine violations,
which occurred at a frequency
that far outpaced any increas-
es in visitation to the park this
summer.

Teton Park Chief Ranger Mi-
chael Nash ran through some
of the numbers. Camping-re-
lated violations that resulted
in either warnings or citations
jumped almost tenfold, to 533
in 2020, up from 58 in 2019.

Pet-related violations — hav-
ing dogs off leash or in places
they’re not allowed — skyrock-
eted to 144, compared to 18 a
year ago.

Campfire violations spiked
from four in 2019 to 43 in this
year.

Although ticket books came
out with unprecedented fre-
quency, rangers also knew
they weren’'t always dealing
with their normal breed of
tourist in a summer marked by
a global pandemic.

“Our general feeling was that
a lot of these folks were new,”
Acting Teton Park Superinten-
dent Gopaul Noojibail said.
“New to national parks.”

Visitors hoping to stake a
tent or lay their head with

Teton Range views also had
fewer options for lodging,
which partly explains why
they resorted to out-of-bounds
camping. The reason for the
scarcity was COVID-19, which
knocked out a bunch of dorm-
style employee housing and, in
turn, prevented lots of staff-in-
tensive facilities from ever
opening, including places like
Jackson Lake Lodge and Old
Faithful Inn. Major changes
ushered in by the global pan-
demic also upended normal
operations for the parks’ con-
cessionaires.

At Old Faithful, Cody Lock-
ner runs the show for Xanterra
and is accustomed to operat-
ing with about 800 seasonal
employees who live and work
at the remote Yellowstone out-
post. This year he operated
with about 200 employees for
much of the year, albeit with
fewer open properties to man-
age. Although a 60% reduction
in workforce sounds grim, it
wasn'’t too bad.

“We were fine,” Lockner said
from the hallway of an empty
Old Faithful Snow Lodge. “I'll
be honest with you, this was
probably the best staffing I've
ever had in Yellowstone.”

The reason, he explained,
was that his employees were
the cream of the crop — vet-
erans who he knew he could
count on. At the same time the
summer and fall wore on the
veteran Xanterra employee
and his workforce.

“It was mentally fatiguing,
especially mask mandates,”
Lockner said. “We’re in cus-
tomer service, and we had to
repeatedly tell people, ‘No, you
can’t come in without a mask.”

Unfortunately, he said, there
were quite a few negative inter-
actions.

“We had a guy who essential-
ly spit in one of our employee’s
faces,” Lockner said. “I called
911 and a ranger issued him a
citation.”

Grand Teton’s staff and con-
cessionaires similarly battled
with enforcing restrictions in-
tended to curb the spread of

See Yellowstone on 11B
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State lawmakers consider tightening restrictions on hemp products

By C.J. Baker
Powell Tribune
Via Wyoming News Exchange

POWELL — A panel of state
lawmakers is considering a bill
that could significantly restrict
the use and sale of certain
products derived from hemp
— including making it illegal to
smoke the substance.

Wyoming law currently says
that, as long as certain licens-
ing requirements are followed
in the growing and processing
of the crop, “the possession,
purchase, sale, transportation
and use of hemp and hemp
products by any person is al-
lowable without restriction.”

As Powell Police Chief Roy
Eckerdt sees it, that means
hemp “can be used by anybody
in any way.”

“You have to be 21 to smoke
a cigarette, but as long as you
can get past the little child-
proof lighter, apparently you
can smoke hemp,” the chief told
Park County commissioners in

September.

Hemp is a variant of canna-
bis, the same plant that pro-
duces marijuana, but it lacks
the psychoactive effects of its
cousin.

When the Wyoming Legisla-
ture authorized the growth of
hemp in 2019, numerous law-
makers expressed excitement
about the various products the
crop could yield, from food to
fiber, and the common wisdom
was that smoking the leafy sub-
stance would bring only a head-
ache and a burnt tongue.

However, smokable hemp
buds, imported from other
states like Washington, are now
being legally offered for sale at
various outlets in Wyoming, in-
cluding at a shop in Cody.

Although the products pre-
sumably contain just a fraction
of the tetrahydrocannabinol
(THC) found in marijuana, Eck-
erdt said the buds look and
smell the same.

Being unable to differenti-
ate between the substances

“has left law enforcement in a
pinch,” he told commissioners.

There have been discussions
about using the Wyoming De-
partment of Agriculture’s labo-
ratory to test for THC levels and
sort out marijuana and hemp.

In the meantime, however,
the Wyoming Division of Crim-
inal Investigation has been
sending samples to a private
lab in California at a cost $500
per test, Eckerdt said.

Further, if the lab’s experts
are needed to testify in a court
case, he said bringing them to
Wyoming would cost $5,000 to
$10,000, Eckerdt.

He predicted that marijuana
users will say they’re carrying
legal hemp “and we have no
way to prove that it’s not.”

At the chief’s request, Sen.
R.J. Kost, R-Powell, has put for-
ward a bill that would ban the
possession and sale of hemp
for smoking.

The legislation would also
limit the use of CBD (cannabidi-
ol), a substance found in hemp
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that is believed to provide ben-
efits for certain health condi-
tions.

Under the draft bill, CBD
could not be added to any alco-
holic beverages or to any food
products or beverages without
approval from the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration.

Further, the legislation would
prohibit hemp products con-
taining CBD from being pro-
moted as dietary supplements
or medical cures and would re-
quire a label saying, “This prod-
uct has not been evaluated by
the Food and Drug Administra-
tion and is not intended to diag-
nose, treat, cure or prevent any
disease.”

The Joint Agriculture Com-
mittee voted 6-5 to take up the
bill at its Aug. 27 meeting.

“I think we need to do some-
thing,” said state Rep. Glenn
Moniz, R-Laramie, after hearing
from Eckerdt and Lincoln Coun-
ty Prevention Specialist Britta-
ny Ritter. “I think it’s really ex-
citing for the State of Wyoming
on the economic potential that
hemp has for our state,” Ritter
told the panel, “but there is
some concern coming from the
prevention side of hemp and
the issue of smokable hemp
coming into our state.”

She said there’s evidence
that smoking the substance
can cause liver damage and in-
testinal problems, interact with
medications and cause chang-
es in alertness and mood. “We
think because this product is
so new, and there is such lit-
tle testing on the definite ef-
fects, especially long-term ef-
fects, it’s hard to say for sure
exactly what could happen to
somebody that is consuming
— especially in our youth pop-
ulation with an undeveloped
brain,” Ritter said.

She contrasted the lack of
limits on hemp with those
placed on alcohol and tobacco.

But not everyone on the com-
mittee was convinced of the
need for the bill.

Reps. Dan Laursen, R-Powell,
and John Winter, R-Thermopo-
lis, were among those who vot-
ed no.

“We're not for it,” Laursen
said.

State Sen. Anthony Bouchard,
R-Cheyenne, said he thought
the draft went too far in regu-
lating and restricting the sale of
CBD products.

“l don’t think we've proven
that it’s a harm” to consumers,
Bouchard said, adding that he
personally believes CBD offers
health benefits.

State  Rep. Stan Blake,
D-Green River, similarly ex-
pressed concern about going
“down the wrong path” in plac-
ing new restrictions on CBD
oil and other products derived
from hemp. He made reference
to the fact that Wyoming law-
makers legalized CBD oil back
in 2015, seeing its potential for
treating epilepsy.

However, Blake did say he'd
support prohibiting those un-
der the age of 21 from smoking

hemp.

Committee Chairman Sen.
Brian Boner, R-Douglas, prom-
ised there would be “lots of op-
portunities for amendments” to
the bill at the committee’s next
meeting, which begins Monday.

Chief Eckerdt has long been
suspicious of the crop, often
noting that the industry talks
about hemp “grows,” and “ki-
los” of product.

“'m not afraid of hemp. I
am concerned about a wolf in
sheep’s clothing,” he told coun-
ty commissioners at their Sept.
15 meeting, adding, “If there’s
not any nefarious intent here,
why are we using drug termi-
nology to describe an agricul-
tural crop?”

Eckerdt worries that mari-
juana is being normalized and
suggested that local govern-
ments should consider reg-
ulating shops featuring the
hemp-products — perhaps by
requiring them to be a certain
distance from schools, libraries
or parks.

Healthy Park County Commu-
nity Prevention Specialist Wen-
dy Morris expressed concerns
about social norms being estab-
lished when children see mari-
juana-like products in stores.

“Marijuana, CBD and hemp,
they're all different, but maybe
the average consumer might
not perceive them as different,”
Morris said.

Commission Chairman Joe
Tilden said he was supportive
when the Legislature legalized
hemp, believing the versatile
crop would be good for Park
County.

But Tilden said he'd never
considered the concerns raised
by the chief.

“For me, it’s very apparent
that there are a lot of ques-
tions,” he said.

In their efforts to develop a
new industry, state lawmakers
“opened the door and didn’t
even think about the conse-
quences when the horse ran
away,” Tilden said at the Sept.
15 meeting. “My question is
now, how do we get the horse
back in the barn — and get the
door closed?”

Eckerdt said it will be a chal-
lenge. “... | would like to get the
horse back in the barn while it’s
still a colt — and before some-
thing else happens or some-
thing more comes down the
pipe,” he told commissioners.

The Legislature’s Joint Agri-
culture, State and Public Lands
& Water Resources Committee
is tentatively set to take up the
bill at 9 a.m. Monday.

“.. I am betting there will be
some amendments to it after
testimony and discussion,” Sen.
Kost said in an email.

The meeting will be held re-
motely and broadcast on You-
Tube, but with a remote site
set up at the Park County Weed
and Pest building (1067 Road
13) for public attendance. For
more information and a full
agenda, visit the committee’s
webpage at https://wyoleg.gov/
Committees/2020/J05.
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Southwest Wyoming

SPORTS

ROUNDUP

€ Lyman Eagles
top Torrington
for 2A crown.

By Dahl Erickson
SVI Media

Championship Football

e 1A 6-Man

Meeteetse: 30

Farson-Eden: 42

The Pronghorns complet-
ed their second perfect sea-
son in the last three years
as they brought home the
school’s second champion-
ship.

e 1A 9-Man

Niobrara County (Lusk): 28

Southeast: 47

The only Friday game on
the slate saw the team from
Yoder pull away for the pro-
gram’s first state title since
2012.

e 2A Class

Lyman: 14

Torrington: 3

The Blazers scored in the
second half breaking a 0-0
tie but the Eagles scored the
game’s only two touchdowns
in the fourth quarter to win
their first title since 2012.

e 3A Class

Jackson Hole: 13

Cody: 34

The Cody Broncs, hosting
a state title game for the first
time in 29 years, jumped out
to a 20-0 lead over Jackson
and claimed the school’s
third state title since 2014.

e 4A Class

Thunder Basin: 15

Cheyenne East: 29

Trailing 15-7 in the sec-
ond half, the Thunderbirds
scored 22  unanswered
points to win the program’s
first title since 2013.

¢ Cross-Country

This weekend the XC Town
USA Meet of Champions took
place in Terre Haute, Indiana
where both Star Valley’s Pe-
ter Visser and Rawlins’ Syd-
ney Thorvaldson raced in
the field.

Thorvaldson won the
race with a time of 16:38.3,
shattering the course mark
by 11 seconds despite mis-
erable and windy condi-
tions. She defeated the sec-
ond place runner by a full
40 seconds.

Visser placed 7th in the
race with a time of 15:24.6
The winning time was
15:14.1 by Judson Greer out
of Texas.

Gordon critical of “knuckleheads,”
says all options on the table in
response to COVID-19 spike

€ Public health
officials from 21
counties in the state
have asked the
governor for a state-
wide mask mandate.

By Tom Coulter
Wyoming Tribune Eagle
Via Wyoming News Exchange

With the number of active COVID-19
cases in Wyoming about five times higher
than it was a month ago, Gov. Mark Gor-
don said Friday he’s considering every op-
tion regarding new restrictions.

Gordon, who has repeatedly stated his
preference to giving counties the ultimate
call on public health measures, said Fri-
day the state will be extending its current
public health orders by one week, rather
than the usual two-week extension.

“All things are on the table,” Gordon
said during a news conference. “We want
to make sure that we address this issue
before we completely lose all ability to re-
spond to health crises.”

Since the start of November, 40 virus-re-
lated deaths have been confirmed in Wy-
oming, many of which have been in long-
term care facilities.

Gordon said those populations are be-
ing put at a greater risk “because we are
being knuckleheads about this.”

“Ask yourself — do you feel better today
about what’s going on in this state than
you felt maybe in June or July or August
when we were one of the lowest states for
infection rates?” Gordon said, frustration
in his voice growing more and more evi-
dent as he spoke. “We were one of three
states that could have a state fair ... ask
yourself — do you think we can do that now
without running a risk on everything? Our
capacities are overwhelmed.”

In Wyoming, COVID-19 hospitalizations
were at an all-time high of 192 on Thurs-
day. A month ago, that number was 54.
Gordon, who noted the entire region is
struggling with capacity, recently autho-
rized stimulus funds to be used to try to
draw out-of-state medical personnel to
help the state’s hospitals.

Gordon held a virtual meeting with
about 100 Wyoming businesses earlier
this week. On Friday, he said the surge in
cases has put a stress on the statewide
economy, stating, “We’ve had more busi-
nesses around the state that are closed
because of sick workers than by any of our
health orders.”

“I've asked a number of businesses — do
you feel like you're gonna make it through
this next year? — and I've got to tell you,
people, there isn’t a heck of a lot of hope
out there. So, again, we've got to get our
head in the game,” said Gordon, adding
“we’re running around like chickens with
their heads cut off.”

As of Thursday, Wyoming’s two-week

positivity rate, or the percentage of
COVID-19 tests that came back positive,
was 11.4% - far above any levels seen
before November. Health officials widely
consider a 5% positivity rate as a concern-
ing threshold.

Mike Ceballos, director of the Wyoming
Department of Health, said the increase in
asymptomatic positive cases has further
complicated the state’s ability to do con-
tact tracing.

“It is literally everywhere,” Ceballos
said of the virus. “It’s not just in the plac-
es we traditionally were looking at, where
we had lots of folks - for instance, in our
bars. That was an initial place where we
thought, but it is becoming so pervasive
that there’s not a place that we're not see-
ing (the virus).”

The news briefing Friday came after
public health officers from 21 counties
in the state wrote Gordon a letter urging
him to issue a statewide mask mandate.
The governor, who met virtually with the
health officers Thursday morning, cited
projections from the meeting that Wyo-
ming is on pace to see around 3,000 new
cases per day, about 2% of which would
likely be hospitalized.

“Imagine what that’s going to do to our
hospital system,” Gordon said. “We've re-
lied on personal responsibility throughout
this pandemic, so ask yourself, has that
really been working? Have people been
taking the responsibility we asked them
to?”

“Deaths and hospitalizations are in-
creasing, so my problem is if I can’t rely on
you, we're going to have to do something
else.”

In line with the increase in cases state-
wide, the number of long-term care facili-
ties dealing with COVID-19 outbreaks has
also risen, with 21 of them reporting ongo-
ing situations this week.

In Laramie County, Life Care Center of
Cheyenne has been grappling with one of
the worst outbreaks of any facility state-
wide. This week, the nursing home was re-
porting 90 cases among its residents — 11
of which resulted in deaths — and 49 cases
among staff, according to statistics from
the Wyoming Department of Health.

The 90 cases among Life Care residents
is the most that has been reported in any
Wyoming long-term care facility since the
pandemic began, and its death toll trails
only Shepherd of the Valley Rehabilitation
and Wellness in Casper, which has con-
firmed 15 virus-related deaths among its
residents.

Two other Laramie County nursing
homes - Cheyenne Healthcare Center
and Granite Rehabilitation and Wellness
— are also dealing with smaller, ongoing
COVID-19 outbreaks.

Cheyenne Healthcare Center was re-
porting two positive cases among its resi-
dents and five among its staff, while Gran-
ite Rehabilitation and Wellness, which
already had a few cases earlier this year,
was reporting two positive cases among
its residents and 10 among its staff.

However, while many virus-related
deaths have involved nursing home res-

idents, Gordon emphasized Friday that
COVID-19 can be dangerous to anyone, re-
gardless of age.

“There’s a 29-year-old I know who’s in
the hospital now, fighting for her life, so
it’s not just older people,” Gordon said.

With Thanksgiving less than two weeks
away, Gordon and local health officials
have expressed anxiety over what the
coming weeks could mean for the state’s
COVID-19 case numbers.

During his news briefing Friday, the
governor said it's important for people
to take health protocols seriously during
the Thanksgiving holiday, adding “we also
want to make sure that we have a Merry
Christmas.”

“At this point, with these trends, there’s
a lot of people that may not be there for
Christmas,” Gordon said. “So it’s time
again, Wyoming, that we wake up. It’s not
forever. There is a vaccine on the horizon.”

The warning was reiterated by offi-
cials from the Cheyenne-Laramie County
Health Department, which sent out a re-
lease outlining best practices Thursday.
Laramie County Public Health Officer Dr.
Stan Hartman said there was an increase
in local cases after Halloween due to so-
cial gatherings, and he hoped to avoid a
similar uptick after Thanksgiving.

“It is imperative for the community to
focus on keeping their family, friends and
neighbors safe with alternative Thanksgiv-
ing plans,” Hartman said in a statement.

A few days ago, updated guidance from
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention emphasized that the safest option
to celebrate Thanksgiving is to do so only
with members of the same household. If
individuals decide to celebrate outside
their household, the agency advises them
to take extra precautions, such as wearing
masks and keeping at least 6 feet of dis-
tance from others.

A new modeling tool created by Georgia
Tech professors illustrates the risk of large
gatherings in Laramie County. For exam-
ple, a gathering of 25 county residents
would pose a 70% chance that somebody
in attendance has COVID-19, according to
the latest modeling Friday.

“Like many other 2020 holidays, Thanks-
giving will look different for most people
this year,” said Kathy Emmons, executive
director of the Cheyenne-Laramie County
Health Department. “It is important to re-
member that COVID-19 will not be in our
lives forever, and being responsible with
your family’s health is essential for future
celebrations.”

The warnings have not been limited to
officials from Wyoming, as governors na-
tionwide have urged their residents to
avoid nonessential interstate travel in the
coming days.

Their pleadings come as COVID-19
spikes have been reported throughout
the United States. On Thursday, new cas-
es in the U.S. topped 150,000 in a day for
the first time, according to the New York
Times. That same day, a national record
was also set for new COVID-19 hospitaliza-
tions, with 67,096.
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Diabetes

Continued from 3B

program. We've worked to
make these no- or low-cost
programs more available
across the state.”

Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, programs are offered
online, in person or with a
combination, depending on
the community and person.

SVInews.com

“These programs can have
added benefits during COVID
as people are isolating a little
more and out of their routines.
The classes are a fun way to
get the support you need,”
Collins said.

Diabetes prevention pro-
grams approved by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) have been
shown to cut the risk of de-
veloping type 2 diabetes by

58 percent (71 percent for
people over 60 years old).
Participants may lose 5 to 7
percent of their body weight
through healthier eating and
150 minutes of physical activ-
ity a week. Collins said a study
showed those who complete
a type 2 diabetes prevention
lifestyle change program were
1/3 less likely to develop type
2 diabetes after 10 years.
“Healthcare providers can

be a powerful force helping to
prevent this disease,” Collins
said. “It’s been shown before
that one out of every two peo-
ple enroll into a diabetes pre-
vention program when their
physician recommended it to
them, compared to one in ten
who were not referred to the
program.”

WDH encourages health-
care providers to screen, test
and refer individuals with ab-

normal blood sugar levels to
a CDC-recognized diabetes
prevention program. A list of
CDC-recognized programs
in Wyoming can be found at
https://health.wyo.gov/pub-
lichealth/prevention/chron-
icdisease/program-map/. At
least 12 of these programs are
in Wyoming so far; an online
program is planned for spring.
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% NOTICE *

READ PUBLIC NOTICES print-
ed in Wyoming’s newspapers
and FREE ONLINE at: www.wyo-
publicnotices.com. Be informed
about government meetings
and minutes, salaries, spending,
bids, taxes, foreclosures, hear-
ings, schools, assessments, es-
tates, and a lot more!

% MISC. FOR SALE %

STORAGE: $20 MONTHLY, CALL
307-248-1000.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE Lodge
Pole Pine, split and delivered.
$300/cord. (Stacking extra) 307-
880-4020.

% BIDS %

% TRANSPORTATION *

SELL YOUR CAR ON CONSIGN-
MENT at Rocky Mountain YETI.
Give us a call. 307-885-5337.

% FARM AND RANCH %

CERTIFIED HAY FOR SALE Al-
falfa & Alfalfa grass mix. 3x3
bales. Straw also for sale. 307-
883-2557.

FOR SALE: New Holland 575
baler with 8-bale accumulator:
$3,000 OBO. New Holland In-
derter: $2000 OBO. IH 501 15 ft.
Tandem disc $3,500 OBO. Two
4-wheel farm wagons $400 each
OBO. 14 ft spring tooth harrow
$500 OBO, 500 ft. 6” gated irriga-
tion pipe with elbows $900 OBO.
1092 City Road 125 Thayne WY.
307-883-3729.

% BIDS %

% REAL ESTATE %

LAND FOR SALE BY OWNER
2.46 acres on Allred Road. Call
307-260-3170.

LAND FOR SALE 22+ acres
Chokecherry Lane in Etna, WY.
For sale by owner. 307-883-2391
or 307-880-2391.

% WANTED TO RENT %

STAR VALLEY HOME SECLUDED
MOUNTAIN AREA Furnished, in-
ternet, King bed, W/D, fireplace,
and garage. $1,800/mo OBO. Nov.
20 - Dec.23 or longer. 503-349-
2457.

PLACE AN AD
Call 307-885-5727

% BIDS %

NOTICE OF CALL FOR BIDS

Notice is hereby given that Star Valley Health, Lincoln County, Afton, Wyoming, will, on Thursday,
December 3, 2020, at 2:00 o’clock p.m., in the Greys River Conference Room at Star Valley Health, receive
and consider sealed bids for a construction project to modify the Central Chilled Water Plant and associated
pumping and piping at Star Valley Health in Afton, WY. The bids will be publicly opened, and the bid

amounts read aloud.

A detailed Bidding Document package may be obtained at area Plan Exchanges, or by contacting
Dan Bentgon (DanBentson@CushingTerrell.com) or Kim Beaudry (KimBeaudry(@CushingTerrell.com)

at Cushing Terrell Architects Engineers at 406.248.7455

A non-mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting for all bidders will be held at Star Valley Health, 901 Adams Street,
Afton, WY 83110 on Tuesday, November 24, 2020 at 10:00 am, local time. Due to COVID 19 safety
concerns, Personal Protective Equipment, including masks, will be required and all attendees are required to

practice social distancing, remaining a minimum of 6 feet apart.

Bids to be presented in a sealed envelope containing complete copy of the bid and supplemental information;
and clearly marked “SVH CHW Mods Project.” Bids may either be presented in a sealed envelope to the
Administration Office at Star Valley Health, Lincoln County, Afton, Wyoming; or mailed to Star Valley
Health, Attn: Mike Hunsaker, 901 Adams Street, Afton, Wyoming 83110.
complete, by the above date and time or they will not be considered. No bids will be accepted by telephone
or fax. Star Valley Health reserves the right to refuse and/or reject any or all bids, to waive irregularities, or
to accept any bid that they deem to be in the best interest of Star Valley Health.

Dated this] Ith day of November, 2020.

STAR VALLEY HEALTH
Lincoln County
Afton, Wyoming

Mike Hunsaker, Chief Operating Officer

All bids must be received,
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* RENTALS x

FOR RENT: Mini Storage, 307-
248-1000, Call now.

6 BED, 3 BATH $1,450/mo. Star
Valley Ranch. Large kitchen, N/S,
Parking. 801-815-1111 or 801-755-
4442,

HAYSTACK MOUNTAIN STORAGE
located in Thayne. Available Now.
Reserve now for discount. Call or
text 307-220-7002.

Red Barn Storage
STORAGE UNITS

FOR RENT.
307-887-7332

% HELP WANTED *

BE THE GREEN RIVER STAR’S
MARKETING DIRECTOR. Help
our businesses grow. Help make
this community a better place
to live. Full/part time/flexible.
Email: paperboy@vcn.com.

HELP WANTED IN THE SHOP.
Looking for someone to work in
the assembly room with multi-
ple duties, will train but experi-
ence a plus. Apply only in-per-
son at 314 Hwy 239 Freedom,
WY. Freedom Arms is an equal
opportunity employer.

PC INDUSTRIES

WELDER

P C Industries currently has an
opening for a Welder. Must pass
a Practical Skills test.

This position requires a
versatile skill set, including but
certainly not limited to welding,

fabrication, general maintenance
& various job site installations
throughout the Star Valley &
Jackson areas.
We offer competitive wages,
paid holidays, vacation &
retirement.

Apply in person at
PCI, 1088 N Washington, Afton.

* RENTALS x

FOR RENT

RENTAL IN OSMOND
3 BED 2 BATH
Two acres, large shop.
Betty Davis

Broker/Owner
bettydavis @silverstar.com

307-248-1656

= RE/MAX

- VALLEY 1 REALTY

PLACE AN AD
Call 307-885-5727

% HELP WANTED *

Lincoln County
School District #2

Is accepting applications for the
following position:

* Building Sanitizers

» Assistant Soccer Coaches
(Girls and Boys)- SVHS

» Assistant Track Coaches-
SVHS

» Bus Aides (part-time)

* Bus Drivers (part-time)

» Certified Nurse’s Assistant
Teacher- SVHS

* 1 hour per day Food Service-
Star Valley High School

* Substitute Cooks

» Sub Custodians

» Substitute Bus Drivers

» Ass’t Marching Band Direc-
tor- SVHS

» Certified Substitute Teacher
Pool

» Educational Sign Language
Interpreter

Applications can be accessed at
our website www.lcsd2.org. All ap-
plications close at 5:00 p.m. on the
day listed. For more information,
contact Amanda Welch at (307)
885-7136 or email hr@lcsd2.org.

L S R Open Positions

Lincoln Sell Reliance, Inc.

Please view the job description on line at www.lsrservices.org or apply at
our Afton or Thayne locations. Contact Annette in Thayne at 883-2577
ext 11 or Rissa 885-1577 ext 213. LSR is a Drug Free WorkPlace. Passible
Employee Housing Available. Call Darrel 885-1577 ext 212 for details.

Full time/Part time Days Hours

Part time Thrift Store 5 days a week 3 hours a day
Full Time Sun, Mon, Tue Fam-Tpm
Full Time Sun, Wed, Fri TJam-7pm
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% HELP WANTED * % HELP WANTED *

THOMMAS NOW HIRING ...
DRILLNG  RECEPTIONIST

part-time or full-time.
307-885-3976.

Proudly Serving
Wyoming and [chlm

(3071 RES-3976 (208)523-35T6

PC INDUSTRIES

DIESEL ENGINE TECHNICIAN APPRENTICES
DIESEL ENGINE MACHINIST

DIESEL ENGINE SUBASSEMBLY TECHNICIANS
WAREHOUSE PERSONNEL
INSIDE SALES TECHNICIAN

Qualified candidates need to be teachable, dependable, drug free,
have a positive attitude, computer knowledge, organized, motivated
and personable. Minimum Salary Starting at $ 34,125.00 a year.
Above salaries will increase depending on position and experience. A
competitive benefit package includes Vacation/Holiday pay, Medical/

Insurance and 401K.
Please apply in person
P C Industries, LLC
1088 N. Washington St. Afton, WY
or submit resume online at
sales@powerlinecomponents.com

LOWER VALLEY VISION
We are hiring! Seeking help in our fast-paced office
in Thayne. Great work environment! Full-time Mon-
Fri. Wage $14/hr and up depending on experience.

Ideal candidate will be responsible, highly motivated, personable,
friendly, professional, honest, a quick learner, multi-tasker, a team
player, and have a high attention to detail. Experience is a plus, but
will train the right candidate. Serious candidates only please.

To apply, drop off resume with references at
491 N. Main, Suite A Thayne (preferred)
or send resume with references to Lower Valley Vision Clinic P.O.
Box 800 Thayne, WY 83127.

SOCIAL SERVICES WORKER -AFTON
SOSP08- 13266- Family Services

Preference will be given to applicants with a Bachelor’s
Degree in social work, counseling, sociology, psychology,
criminal justice or administration of justice. Under close
supervision, provides investigative, protective and social
service intervention to children and families involved in
neglect, abuse or delinquency problems.

Hiring Range: $21.40 to $27.58 per hour.

For more information or to apply online go to:
http://agency.governmentjobs.com/wyoming/default.cfm
or submit an official application to A&I Human Resources

Division, Emerson Building, 2001 Capitol Avenue,
Cheyenne, WY 82002-0060, (307) 777-7188, Fax (307)777-
6562 along with transcripts of any relevant course work.
(Dates Open or Open Until Filled.) EEO/ADA Employer.

Notice: SVI Media Copyright 20/1920. All rights reserved. All
content on SVInews.com, the SVI Radio Network, and Star
Valley Independent should not be published, broadcast,
re-written, or redistributed in any form.

All content on SVInews.com, the SVI Radio Network, Star Val-
ley Independent, including news reports, photography and
advertising, is protected by Copyright and may not be repro-
duced for any print publication, internet publication, radio
broadcast, internet radio broadcast, or TV broadcast with-
out express permission of SVI Media.

% HELP WANTED *

% SERVICES % % SERVICES %

PC INDUSTRIE
DRAFTSMAN

PC Industries Welding &
Fabrication Dept. has a position
for a Draftsman.

This position would consist
of structural steel detailing
and shop drawings of stairs,
guardrails, ornamental iron and
other miscellaneous projects.
Knowledge in AutoCAD
Advance Steel is a plus.

We offer competitive wages,
paid holidays, vacation &
retirement.

Apply in person @ PCI, 1088 N
Washington, Afton, WY.
sales@pcimetal.com

PLACE AN AD
Call 307-885-5727

% SERVICES %

CLINES CONSTRUCTION
INC. has built over 70 homes
and re- modeled many more
since 1984. Call Bill 307-890-8144.

REACH THOUSANDS for $150
with Wyoming Classified Ad
Network! Sell, buy, recruit!
Contact your newspaper for
details. YOU CAN SAY A LOT
IN 25 WORDS!

TYLER PRECAST
* Septic Tanks
* Well Vaults
* Cistemns
= Custom Configurations
* Local Manufacturing
Call Dan Tyler

307-880-0080

PC Repair & Maintenance

SilverStarcom  SILVER

883.2411

Neuromuscular disease can say
no running, walking — even
breathing. Help MDA help peaple.

®

Muscular Dystrophy Association

1-800-572-1717

Star Valley Royal Flush
Disposal, Inc. seplic, LLC

For all your trash removal, portable toilet rental and septic
pumping needs. Call Guy Jacobson (307) 885-9645
Box 1006, Afton, WY 83110

'PET CENTRAL £

DOG BOARDING |

Rowena Moynihan

307-413-4047

Etna, Star Valley WY

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 rowenamoynihan@gmail.com
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HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Servicing all your
Km
HVAC

Heating & Air
Ser'ulng our customers since 2007

Licensed and Insured,

+307-883-6789

Same day service | New installs
e

Pumping & Portahles

Septic Tank Pumping Zissest
Portable Toilet Service 307-886-5636

Conditioning needs.

www.drycreekenterprises.com

CONTINENTAL
CONSTRUCTION INC.

ﬁx GENERAL CONTRACTOR

¢ Commercial * Industral
¢ Excavation Work
¢ Crane Semvice

r:mTrNENTnL
mmgmun‘rmu
Jéi INC. )

¢ Unlity Contractors

¢ Mulu-Family Residential
* Residennal

FREE ESTIMATES

Serving Wyoming Over 33 Years 654-7800 FAX 654-7803 Alpine

Y o
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Yellowstone

Continued from 6B

COVID-19. Once, at the Colter
Bay convenience store, a man
protested capacity limits pre-
venting him from entering the
store. He knocked over stands
of stickers in anger, created a
huge mess — and earned a trip
to see Carman.

“He was quite apologetic in
court and didn’t have a record
of behaving that way,” the judge
recalled. “It seemed to me this
year that we just had more peo-
ple who were on edge.”

The empty Snow Lodge where
Lockner stood on the afternoon
of Oct. 22 was shuttered ahead
of schedule, following a small
rash of COVID-19 cases among
Xanterra’s staff at Old Faithful
and the Madison Campground.
Between the two sites, 13 em-
ployees tested positive — the
largest breakout of the year in
both parks. Even more staffers
were quarantined, however,
and by the last day of the Madi-
son Campground’s abbreviated
season there was just a single
employee available.

In Grand Teton, where the
federal workforce and conces-
sionaires received 50 tests a
week, there was remarkably lit-
tle transmission: a single posi-
tive test.

It was fear of novel corona-
virus’ spread and the magnet
effect of the national parks that
prevented them from opening
on time last spring. Entrance
gates didn't swing open un-
til May 18, following a 55-day
total closure. Even then the
northern half of Yellowstone
remained closed for another
couple of weeks, because the
gateway communities in the
state of Montana had higher
COVID-19 rates at the time and
were not deemed ready for the
tourism crush.

The crush did come, albeit
after a slower-than-usual May
and June. By the time peak
summer arrived the parks were
nearly as busy as they've ever
been in history, even with the
international visitor essentially
out of the equation. Once fall
rolled around the parks were
busier than ever before — and
by a good margin.

September set records for
both parks, attracting June-
like crowds. The National Park
Service hasn’t yet posted final
numbers for the season-ending
month of October, but by some
indications previous records
were absolutely smashed.
Through the first 11 days of that
month, traffic counts through-
out Yellowstone were double
those observed a year ago, ac-
cording to numbers gathered
and relayed by Jackson econ-
omist Jonathan Schechter. The
spike in South Gate traffic was
even greater: up 141%.

Even record cold tempera-
tures the second half of Octo-
ber didn’'t seem to deter travel.
On a Thursday late in the month
there was a constant stream of
traffic along the Madison River,
even on a day when 3 inches of
fresh snow kept the West Yel-
lowstone, Montana, entrance
closed until noon. At the first
pullout where bison were in
view, vehicles boasting plates

Tourists watch an eruption of Old Faithful last month at the
Upper Geyser Basin in Yellowstone National Park. Photo by
Bradly J. Boner, Jackson Hole News&Guide.

from Oregon, Utah, California,
Texas and New York bunched
up, while their bundled-up oc-
cupants took in the scene.

Among them, Austin, Texas,
resident Osby Vega was sur-
prised and impressed by the
crowds, joking that Halloween
in Yellowstone must be the
cure-all for the coronavirus.
But the H-E-B grocery store
stocker, who flew into Idaho
Falls for his vacation, also per-
ceived a silver lining.

“Lot more people seeing na-
ture,” Vega said. “It’s not a bad
thing.”

In preparing their staff for
2020, Yellowstone and Teton
park leaders encouraged empa-
thy with their on-edge visitors,
who were more likely to be ex-
periencing job losses, health
scares, or the deaths of near-
and-dear family and friends.

“I think the vast majority of
people wanted to do the right
thing,” Noojibail said. “We were
trying hard to educate people
on what that right thing was.”

Park employees were also en-
couraged to look out for them-
selves. Ahead of the busy sea-
son, Chief Ranger Nash brought
in a trainer who embedded
with staff to teach personal
wellness and work-life balance
strategies. Worker sanity and
staggered shifts were empha-
sized throughout the summer,
he said.

Federal employees inter-
viewed for this story reported
that they were able to get out
and enjoy the parks they man-
aged, embarking on outings
that broke up the chaotic days
that stretched into weeks and
months. Yellowstone’s super-
intendent, Sholly, put in 200
miles in the ample backcountry
of the 2.2 million acres of pub-
lic land he oversees, where sol-
itude and respite come easily.

“I can tell you that, unequivo-
cally, once [ was beyond a mile
away from a road I could count
the number of people I'd see on
both hands,” Sholly said.

Nash took up backpacking
again, managing four overnight
trips — a personal best in his
decade in the park. He trekked
into Open Canyon and camped
at Marion Lake for the first
time.

Although COVID-19 strapped
staffing, sometimes the pan-
demic simultaneously opened
opportunities to get out and
reset.

At the Teton Interagency Dis-
patch Center in Moose there
would normally be nine perma-
nent and five seasonal employ-
ees helping route information
to first responders and law en-
forcement stationed in north-
western Wyoming. This year
there were only three seasonal
and six permanent dispatchers,
the latter reduction owing to
three unexpected departures.
The depleted staff made for

some long days and oftentimes
converted managers, like 19-
year veteran Heather Voster,
into front-line employees. That
was the case in late September,
when big-game hunters’ illegal,
abandoned warming fires kept
igniting the Bridger-Teton Na-
tional Forest.

“We usually work four 10-
hour days, but when we were
very busy with fires those were
12- to 14-hour days,” Voster
said. “We were in the room all
day long, either sitting or at our
stand-up desks.”

In an odd and welcomed
quirk, COVID-19 also freed up
non-managerial dispatchers to
get out, explore and learn their
territory. Grand Teton National
Park didn’t want any more than
three dispatchers in the room
at any one time, and they broke
the dispatchers they did have
on board into two teams. As a
result, schedules shook out so
that each team had an off-day
every other week.

“We used that [day] for folks
to familiarize themselves with
the resource,” Voster said.
“Hiking, reading books, and
getting out, because it certain-
ly makes us better dispatchers
to have that knowledge of the
area.”

Voster’s 2020 felt more stress-
ful than usual at times, but she
was also able to successfully
decompress. Enjoying some
recreation in less-populated ar-
eas and finding quiet were key,
she said.

Some employees are eager
to turn the page to a post-pan-
demic era.

Yellowstone custodian Ed Ell-
wanger’s normal duties clean-
ing the properties and outdoor
areas at Old Faithful changed
vastly this year. He cleaned the
bathrooms with hospital-grade
disinfectant much more fre-
quently, a deliberate effort to
guard against the spread of
coronavirus. Garbage volumes
were about the same, at least
in the receptacles where trash
was supposed to go. But the
Americans who flocked to the
park this year seemed to be a
lot more eager to litter, he said.

“I'd fill a 5-gallon bucket ev-
ery, like every 20 minutes,”
Ellwanger said. “Masks every-
where. I'd pick up fancy, expen-
sive ones. Cheap ones. Every-
thing.”

Judge Carman was also
ready to bid Yellowstone’s 2020
season adieu.

“I'm just very glad that we
survived the summer, and park
is closing up,” the magistrate
told the News&Guide. “It was
really hard on my staff, and
really the park rangers. They
work really hard, and they're
just plain worn out by this time
of year.”

“Compared to them,” Carman
said, “I got it easy.”

RECIPE

1.5-2 Ibs. chicken breasts

172 cup grated parmesan

1/4 1sp black pepper

DIRECTIONS

1/4 cup parmesan.

cooking the pasta.
Shred the chicken with

Serve and enjoy!

A ———

Slow Cooker Olive Garden
Chicken Pasta

16 oz. Mive Garden (or any

& az. cream cheese (1 used chive and onion flavor)
16 oz. penne pasta, cooked

Place the chicken breasts to the slow cooker.
Add the Olive Garden dressing, pepper and

Place cream cheese on top.

Place lid on slow cooker and cook on high for
4 hours or low for 5-6 hours.

When cooking time is almost done, start

pasta and combine all ingredients.
Sprinkle remaining parmesan on top.

vou like) Italian dressing

two forks. Drain

Have a great recipe for the
Star Valley Independent?

Submit it to AubreyT@SVIinews.com
for a chance to get published!

Recipe provided by

Amanda Nelson

Findus on [}

Sear Valley
Independent
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Stickelers Answer
5) 90 people.

The area of the 6-inch cake is A = TR’ The radius
is 3 inches. So, A =m9 square inches, but Mike’s
cake has a 9-inch radius, so A = w81 square inches.
It’s 9 times as large as Bob’s.
9x10=90.

Puzzles4Kids

Answer
EDWARD W DARED
ALIENS I LANES
ADORNS N ROADS
RAGGED G GRADE
SWEDEN W DENSE
SERBIA I BEARS
AGENTS N GATES
DIGEST G DIETS
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RYGRASS RANCH
Recreational Oasis, Blue Ribbon Fishery, Migration Corridor 3L Sl Yo
2740.00 acres | Big Piney, WY | $8,500,000 | MLS#20-2794 ;
LiveJacksonHole | (307) 699-3927

livejacksonhole@jhrea.com

—STAR —

VALLEY

JACKSON HOLE .

ASSOCIATES

SUTER’S CANYON

Fantastic Building Site With Unbeatable Views
2017 acres |Bd/Ba

Bedford, WY | $605,100 | MLS#20-3387

Patty Speakman | (307) 880-1795
pattyspeakman@jhrea.com

PETERS SUBDIVISION

Corner Lot, Beautiful Views of Caribou & Bridger Teton
Mountain Ranges

378 acres | Alpine, WY | $369,900 | MLS#20-2939
Diane Palmer | (307) 413-7800
dianepalmer@jhrea.com

SNAKE RIVER JUNCTION

Commercial Property With Highway 89 Frontage
0.44 acres | Alpine, WY | $265,000 | MLS#20-3301
Shea A. Demello | (714) 580-1526
sheademello@jhrea.com

HOBACK RANCHES

Wonderful Building Site With Trees & Incredible Views
40.37 acres | Bondurant, WY | $350,000 | MLS#20-3328
Oly Olson | (307) 413-4852

olyolson@ijhrea.com

STARVALLEYREALESTATE.com
Alpine 307-654-7575
Thayne 307-883-7575
REAL ESTATE

COMPANIES
2F THE WORLD~

46 Iron Horse Drive 235 S. Main Street
Alpine, WY 83128 Thayne, WY 83127
Snake River Sporting Club Snow King Resort
Jackson, WY 83001 Jackson, WY 83001
ALPINE RETREAT 270 W. Pearl Avenue 65.5. Main Street
Abundant Wildlife, Tranquil Setting ' Jackson, WY 83001 Driggs, ID 83422

0.56 acres | Alpine, WY | $52,000 | MLS#20-2889
Vince Kramer | (307) 413-6545
vincekramer@jhrea.com

Main Office: 80 W. Broadway
Jackson, WY 83001




